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like, ‘‘Okay, this is what you want to do in
this area, and we will go along with that, but
this is our concern.’’ So we would work along
to get their concerns worked out.

So I think that if the United States deserves
any credit here, it is in the process by which
we found common ground, by moving into the
future in ways that took account of the legiti-
mate concerns of all these other countries.

And if I could just give you one example
in closing—I haven’t seen it much noted in the
last couple of days, but this summit represented
a remarkable partnership between the United
States and Brazil, two countries that have in
the past been at odds over trade and other
issues and at least have not had the kind of
closeness of relationship that the two largest

countries in this hemisphere ought to have had.
And I am especially grateful to President Franco
and to the Brazilians generally for the work they
did to help us keep this together.

So I would give a lot of credit to the other
guys. I think they deserve it, and I hope they
get it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 83d news conference
began at 1:15 p.m. at the James L. Knight Center.
In his remarks, he referred to President Carlos
Menem of Argentina; Summit of the Americas
Coordinator Thomas F. (Mack) McLarty; Summit
of the Americas Deputy Coordinator Roger Alt-
man; Prime Minister Owen Arthur of Barbados;
and President Itamar Franco of Brazil.

Statement Congratulating the Nobel Peace Prize Recipients
December 11, 1994

On behalf of the American people I wish to
extend congratulations to Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin, Chairman Yasser Arafat, and Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres on being selected as the
Nobel Peace Prize laureates for 1994.

It was with great pride that we welcomed
these leaders to the White House on September
13 last year to sign the historic Israel-Palestinian
Declaration of Principles. It is fitting that this
achievement be recognized by award of the
Nobel Peace Prize and that the presentation

take place in Norway, the country which con-
tributed so much to making it possible.

There is still much work to be done by all
who support and share with this year’s Nobel
laureates the goal of a just, comprehensive, and
lasting peace in the Middle East. The ceremony
in the Oslo City Hall not only marks a great
achievement, it encourages all of us to redouble
our efforts to realize the promise of peace for
all the people of the Middle East.

Message on the Observance of Christmas
December 15, 1994

Warm greetings to Americans everywhere
during this joyous Christmas season.

The timeless story of a baby born in a manger
amid humble surroundings is the fulfillment of
a promise, an affirmation of faith. Jesus’ birth
demonstrates the infinite love of God. We cele-
brate the gift of His life, and Christmas softens
our hearts and rekindles in us a sincere desire
to reach out to others in peace and friendship.

As we rejoice in the miracle of Christmas,
we reflect on the Holy Family and draw

strength from their example of faith. We are
reminded that the bonds between parent and
child, between husband and wife, and between
neighbor and stranger are opportunities to an-
swer Jesus’ call to love one another, and we
are reminded that one day we will be asked
whether we lived out His love in ways that treat-
ed all of our brothers and sisters—even the least
of them—as we would have treated Him.

In holy Bethlehem and throughout the Mid-
dle East, ancient enemies are putting aside their
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